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After his BSc. in mechanical engineering Jeljer Hoekstra (1962) graduated in applied 
mathematics at Twente University in 1988. As a draft dodger he stayed shortly at the 
Dutch meteorological office and somewhat longer at the faculty of philosophy at 
Twente University. Thereafter, he was employed by the ministry of public works 
where he learned what silt was and how it could be modelled. Two years later he 
decided to work for KEMA on climate change. In that period he studied climate 
models in foreign places like Paris, Sydney and Boulder. After 7 years he was attracted 
by research on the combination of ecology and economy at the Free University in 
Amsterdam. That research forms the basis of this thesis. The past three years he has 
been working at RIVM on public health models focussing on food and nutrition.
